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Justification for the dissertation topic 

 

 World poverty for people living under $ 1 per day is a real threat to the international 

order. From developing countries, in the face of a low standard of living and lack of 

prospects, residents are moving to other countries, which increases the level of global 

migration. Disregarding the problems of developing countries can lead to destabilization, also 

in highly developed countries, and introduce international chaos. The real threats of the 

present are a new division of the world, escalation of conflicts, degradation of the 

environment. Therefore, there is still a need to conduct scientific research and make 

recommendations to governments of donor countries to be able to break “the vicious circle of 

poverty" of developing countries. 

 In the modern world, disparities between countries are a very important issue and 

raised from many perspectives, not just economic. The situation in developing countries as a 

result of several processes, including globalization is changing both in social and economic 

terms. According to the classic approach, countries compete with each other. Resources in the 

form of land, labor, and capital allow the transition of the economy from the agricultural to 

the industrial and then the service stage. However, not every country can follow this path. Not 

only because of the lack of raw materials and labor but also because of the lack of technology 

and capital to be able to educate and then modernize it.  

 In development policy, increasingly, the goal in itself is not only to promote 

economic growth but rather socio-economic development, focusing on improving the quality 

of life of the poorest countries. Developed countries are increasingly shaping their foreign 

policy so that it is mostly focused on the development of developing countries using a variety 

of instruments. Assistance from more developed countries is an important part of the 

development economics.  

 According to the currently recommended development agenda, assistance activities 

should be undertaken not only by individual countries but also by their groups so that they can 

be harmonized and coordinated. Countries set ambitious commitments that they strive to 

respect within specific financial and time perspectives. A milestone made at the beginning of 

the new millennium was the signing of the Millennium Declaration, which includes eight 

development policy goals for 2000-2015. Reflections on the theory and practice of 

development assistance have resulted in additional measures being taken to make aid more 

effective and efficient. Their material effect has become, among others Paris Declaration. 



 Donors of development assistance do not provide it only for altruistic reasons, but 

they are motivated by economic, political, and social goals. The Administration of 

Development Assistance Committee is recognized in the Organization for Economic Co-

operation and Development for administering official development assistance data.  

 Although development assistance has been provided for decades, a wide range of 

poverty, low education levels, poor access to medical services, illiteracy, gender 

discrimination, and corruption can still be found in the world. Although the amount of aid 

increases every year, it does not affect the spectacular reduction of negative phenomena, and 

sometimes on the contrary, in some countries, they are even worse. Over the years, rich 

countries get richer and the poor get poorer. The demographic explosion in Africa and Asia is 

also problematic in the context of development. 

  The attempt to answer this question is not clear-cut, because the approach to 

development assistance is not uniform and varies depending on the global situation. For the 

first time, larger-scale assistance was launched in the 1950s and 1960s, when the 

decolonization process progressed. The nature and amount of aid changed significantly in the 

1970s, which was affected by the oil shock and energy crisis. The third important change in 

aid took place after the terrorist attacks in 2001 when terrorism became one of the biggest 

global risks. In the face of changes in the approach to development policy, the scope, forms, 

and objectives of donor-led development assistance have changed. 

 Research on growth and development is conducted both on a theoretical and 

practical level. However, there is no one universal method of development that would be 

successful anywhere in the world. Regional conditions are important. In practice, despite the 

implementation of many different development programs and the implementation of 

economic theories, many developing countries are on the margins of the world economy, 

unable to take full advantage of its benefits enhanced by the globalization process. Despite the 

progressing democratization, some countries in the world still have undemocratic 

governments, and society and the press have limited freedom to a minimum. The Washington 

Neoliberal Consensus, strongly promoted in the 1990s, did not prove to be a universal recipe 

for the whole world. 

 The United States, Germany, Great Britain, France, and Japan are the largest donors 

of development aid. The analysis of development aid from major donors is important for 

many reasons. To date, scientific papers have been devoted to the most important donors. 

However, there is a gap in the scientific literature in the field of British development 

assistance. Understanding British aid is important because, as a key donor, it sets the tone for 



the international development agenda. Furthermore, the British institutional model for divorce 

assistance, with a special international development department at the fore, is set by many as 

an example. British foreign policy, and thus development, is of course connected with the 

colonial past and close ties with Africa and Asia. 

 

 

Objectives and hypotheses of the dissertation 

 

 The following objectives have been adopted as the research objective in this 

dissertation: 

1. An attempt to analyze to what extent British development assistance has contributed to the 

achievement of the Millennium Development Goals in 2000-2015. 

2. Answering the question of whether there is a universal model of British development aid or 

is the United Kingdom using a different strategy due to the region in which the funds are 

transferred? 

3. Does Great Britain prefer former British colonies in development aid? 

4. Is British development assistance an instrument to support British exports? 

The following hypothesis was adopted in the work: 

Great Britain through development assistance pursues its short-term and long-term economic 

and political interest. 

Achieving the main goals of work required the achievement of the following cognitive goals: 

1. Presenting the concept of development assistance, the motives for its granting, and 

sketching basic changes in its provision. 

2. Indications of the origin and evolution of British aid. 

3. To present economic and social indicators reflecting the implementation of the Millennium 

Development Goals in selected countries of the three main geographical directions where 

British development assistance goes. 

 The years 2000-2015 were adopted as the period of analysis. The justification for 

such a time-limit is at least three conditions for example there is an average 2-3 year delay in 

data presentation, and some of them are updated much later. 

 The subject matter of this work is development assistance in Great Britain and in 

particular its institutional, sectoral, and geographical strategy. Based on statistical data 

obtained from the Development Co-operation Report (various years, the geographical range 

was adopted in the form of three regions, which in 2000-2015 were the largest beneficiary of 



British development assistance. During this period, as much as 52.37% of British 

development aid was allocated to Sub-Saharan Africa, Central, and South Asia, the Middle 

East, and North Africa. The three regions, covering a total of 85.33% of British development 

assistance, provide a more objective basis for answering the question of whether there is a 

universal model of British development assistance, or if the United Kingdom uses a different 

strategy due to the region in which the funds go. Besides, the countries of North Africa and 

the Middle East complement the countries, on the one hand, the African continent, and on the 

other Asian. For these reasons, following a geographical criterion after analyzing British 

development assistance to Sub-Saharan Africa, the Middle East and North Africa region were 

presented second, and only at the end of Central and South Asia. Within these three regions, a 

group of TOP 5 countries was selected each time. The criterion was adopted here, in which, 

apart from the volume of British development assistance, its value per capita and share in% in 

global and regional British development assistance were also taken into account. For some 

countries, key beneficiaries are also countries where the amount of aid per capita is also the 

highest due to the amount of aid. In the case of Sub-Saharan Africa, Nigeria, Ethiopia, 

Tanzania, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Ghana were analyzed in detail. In 

Central and South Asia, these are India, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Nepal, and in 

the case of the Middle East and North Africa - Iraq, Syria, Palestine, Yemen, and Lebanon. 

 

Research methods 

 

 Each country was presented according to the same paradigm, which allows 

comparative analysis between them. The study is based on the use of commonly used 

measures, such as gross GDP, dynamics of economic growth, gross GDP per capita, the 

balance of payments, inflation rate, and unemployment. These are basic indicators containing 

information on the state of a given economy. In the case of adopting a relatively long period, 

as it is the case in this dissertation, it gives the possibility of their more objectified and 

reliable interpretation, being constantly aware that in the conditions of a globalized economy, 

many factors have an impact on economic and social indicators and in the case of developing 

countries still a problem with the reliability of statistical data. In the case of trade based on the 

criterion of turnover, five largest exporters and importers were distinguished for each country 

in the years 2000-2015. This allows verification of the assumption of preferential treatment of 

recipients due to former colonial relations and partly whether British development assistance 

is an instrument to support British exports. Social indicators were also analyzed, such as HDI, 



GDI, GII levels, illiteracy level (presented as a percentage of the population that can read and 

write), enrollment rate, infant mortality per 1,000 live births, and life expectancy at birth. 

 The last group of indicators is those demonstrating the soft power of the state, i.e. 

reputation, level of freedom, and quality of life. These indicators include RepTrak, Quality of 

Life Index, World Happiness Index, Democracy Index, Freedom Index, and World Press 

Freedom Index. All this was supposed to answer the question to what extent British 

development assistance contributed to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals 

in 2000-2015. 

 The doctoral dissertation is a theoretical and empirical study. It uses inference, 

generalizations derived during research, analysis of primary and secondary sources. The 

subject and objectives of the work as well as the adopted research hypothesis determined the 

selection of several research methods. The most widely used method is comparative analysis. 

It results from the adopted scheme for carrying out scientific research as well as the 

possibility of making comparisons between individual recipients of British aid. 

 An enriching element is the application of selected quantitative methods, including 

mainly mathematical methods and descriptive statistics. Selected issues were presented in the 

form of a correlation between the amount of British aid and specific parameters. This allowed 

us to examine the statistical dependence of aid in developing countries. At the same time, it 

should be noted that in social sciences one cannot uncritically follow the path known from 

mathematical sciences. Even the most accurate statistical or econometric models are not able 

to reflect all of the economic processes taking place, especially in developing countries. 

Progress cannot be measured solely by how much the indicator has changed. Even the 

presentation of indicators per capita does not provide practical information. The absorption of 

funds and possibilities of the population living in cities and the rural population is different. 

An important challenge is a critical approach to data analysis and understanding of regional 

disparities. Due to the above drawbacks, it would be worth focusing on donor efforts on 

building representative and credible measures under the global development assistance 

system. 

 

Structure of the dissertation 
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Research findings and conclusions 

 

 Transfers from the rich North to the poor South have been carried out for decades as 

part of development assistance. Despite this, economic and social disparities between 

developed and developing countries are deepening. Not all countries may enjoy equal rights, 

including from liberalized trade flows or the benefits of globalization. Changes in the global 

system of official development assistance over the decades have reflected changes in the 

balance of power between countries. 

 One of the aims of the work was to attempt to assess to what extent British 

development assistance contributed to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals 

in the years 2000-2015. Thanks to the study, based on the improving indicators describing the 

socio-economic development of the countries selected for analysis, as well as the sectoral 

strategy implemented by Great Britain, it can be concluded that the shape of British 

development policy, if not directly, at least indirectly had a positive impact on the 

achievement of the Millennium Development Goals and achieving specific measures of 

progress. Literature studies and analysis of strategic documents confirm that the British in the 

practice of providing development assistance tried to implement the Millennium Development 

Goals 

 The study allows me to conclude that the British strategy varies depending on the 

region. Moreover, moderation with amounts transferred within regions to particular countries 

shows that the British will quickly adapt to changes and transfer funds where it is currently 

needed. In Sub-Saharan Africa, most of the aid is directed to the development of social 

infrastructure (directly related to the implementation of the MDGs), in the Middle East and 

North Africa, investments are made in the rule of law, civil society, as well as humanitarian 

aid in connection with armed conflicts and to Central and Southern  Asia transfers are being 

sent to strengthen business infrastructure. 

 British aid is conditioned by regional problems and specific absorption possibilities, 

not a universal strategy addressed to all recipient countries. Just as there is no single economic 



growth model, there is no single support path for developing countries. The British responded 

quickly to negative phenomena in developing countries. 

 To answer the questions whether the United Kingdom prefers former British 

colonies in development assistance and whether British development assistance is an 

instrument to support British exports, the quantitative method was used in addition to the 

qualitative research. To this end, the statistical relationship between the volume of British 

exports to developing countries and the amount of development assistance for that country 

was examined. The results are quite surprising because only in one case the relationship was 

strong (above 0.7). However, there was more often a strong relationship between exports from 

developing countries to Great Britain and the volume of British development assistance. 

Completed research based on qualitative and quantitative methods allows a positive attitude to 

the hypothesis presented in the work. The United Kingdom through development assistance 

pursues its short-term and long-term economic and political interest, which can be seen by 

analyzing the sectoral and geographical structure. However, there was a reinterpretation of the 

short-term and long-term economic and political interests. 

 Britain in its approach is pragmatic, although on the one hand it understands its 

important role in the context of international development, on the other, in the face of its 

problems (Brexit) pushes development aid to the background. The forecasted economic 

slowdown in the British Isles may translate into development aid issues both in terms of aid 

amounts and priorities. Perhaps in the face of weaker economic performance in the country, 

assistance will again become more closely linked to British economic interests and 

instruments promoting British exports to developing countries will be used. 

 


